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Strabo, quotes the following two evidences:

"Brothers have precedence over children; the kinship
also and other offices of authority are filled by
members of the stock in order of seniority. All the
kindred have their property in common, the eldest
being lord; all have one wife and it is first come first
served, the man who enters to her leaving at the door
the stick which it is usual for everyone to carry; but the
night she spends with the eldest. Hence all are brothers
of all; they have also conjugal intercourse with mothers;
an adulterer is punished with death; and adulterer
means a man of another stock. A daughter of a certain
King who had fifteen brothers, all much in love with
her, tried to keep her room to herself by getting sticks
like her husbands put at the door. One of the brother5 s
found a stick at the door when he knew that the whole
family were in the market place, and suspecting the
presence of an adulterer, he runs to the father, who
comes up, and it is found that the man has falsely
accused his sister."105

(B)  Mut* a or Temporary Marriage:

It admits of no doubt that the Arabs used also to contract
what has been called a temporary marriage under the name of
mut'a. It is stated in the Fathu'ul Qadir,106 when a man came to a
village and he had no acquaintance there (to take care of his house),
he would marry a woman for as long as he thought he would stay,
so that she would be his partner in bed and take care of his house.
This peculiar institution, analogous of which are not unknown among
Western communities, flourished among the Sabeans and
Zoroastrians from early times and seems to have continued in force
among those people even after their conversion to Islam in spite of
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